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DECLARATION OF ACCURACY 

I declare that: 

1. To the best of my knowledge, all the information contained in, or accompanying this 
Moranbah North Mine Extension - Offset Area Management Plan (Revision G) is complete, 
current and correct. 

2. I am the designated proponent or the approval holder for this action. 

3. I am aware that: 

a. Section 490 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 
(EPBC Act) makes it an offence for an approval holder to provide information in response to 
an approval condition where the person is reckless as to whether the information is false or 
misleading. 

b. Section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence for a person to provide information or 
documents to specified persons who are known by the person to be performing a duty or 
carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Regulations 2000 (Cth) where the person knows the information or document 
is false or misleading. 

c. The above offences are punishable on conviction by imprisonment, a fine or both. 

 

 

 

Signed 

 

 

 

Full name (please print) 

 

Anglo American 

 

Organisation (please print)  

 

 

 

 

  

Date      30/06/ 2026 
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1. Introduction  

This Offset Area Management Plan (OAMP) describes how Anglo American proposes to secure and 

manage biodiversity offsets for the Moranbah North Mine Extension (the Project) as part of the 

approval (EPBC 2018/8338) issued under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act 1999 (EPBC Act) on 18 September 2020 (and varied on 28 February 2022). 

 

This OAMP describes how significant residual impacts to Matters of National Environmental 

Significance (MNES) will be offset consistent with the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy.  

 

The OAMP utilises the agreed ecological mapping and condition of the impacted site and the findings 

of the ecological assessments undertaken at the proposed offset areas to outline how the offset 

obligations under the approval are addressed.  

1.1. Responsible Party 

The proponent for the Project is Anglo Coal (Moranbah North Management) Pty Ltd a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Anglo American Steelmaking Coal Pty Ltd (AASMC). AASMC is, in turn, a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Anglo American plc, which is one of the largest diversified mining companies in the world 

with operations in Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe and Australia. In Australia, Anglo American’s 

focus is on producing highest-quality hard coking coal for steel production with five metallurgical coal 

operations in Central Queensland and also joint venture interests in metallurgical coal and 

manganese. Anglo American are the third largest seaborne exporter of metallurgical coal in the world 

and the largest underground coal miner in Australia. 

 

Anglo Coal (Moranbah North Management) Pty Ltd, its successors and assigns, commits to the 

implementation of this OAMP. 

1.2. The Project 

The Moranbah North Mine is an underground metallurgical coal mine, located near Moranbah in the 

Bowen Basin of Central Queensland (Figure 1). The Project is located on Mining Lease 70042 and is 

shown in Figure 2.  

1.3. Purpose and objectives of this management plan 

The purpose of this OAMP is to address the requirements of the varied EPBC Act approval dated 28 

February 2022 relating to MNES offset requirements and offset delivery. This OAMP addresses the 

offset requirements for both Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the project. The requirements from the varied 

approval and a reference to the relevant section of this OAMP are provided in Table 1.  

 

The environmental outcomes of this OAMP are specific improvements in ecological values in habitat 

for each of the matters impacted by the Project. These improvements are defined in detail in Section 5 

of this document (including offset completion criteria and performance targets). 
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1.5. Area for offset acquittal 

To fulfil the requirements of the EU two properties have been selected to acquit the offset 

requirements.  

1. Ellensfield 20 km north-east of the Project area. 

2. Picardy Station 90 km south of the Project area. 

The locations of the two properties are shown in Figure 1. The Ellensfield property will provide the 

offset for Koala, Greater glider and Squatter pigeon, while Picardy Station provides the offset for 

Ornamental snake. The selected properties are considered suitable to provide the values required to 

address the approval requirements.   
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Figure 1: Location Moranbah North Mine and Offset Areas 
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3. Offset properties 

3.1. Overview of the offset properties – ‘Ellensfield’ and ‘Picardy Station’ 

The selected properties for the offset site are portions of Ellensfield ) and Picardy 

Station ). Both properties are located within the Brigalow Belt 

Bioregion. Ellensfield is approximately 20 km north-north-east of the Project impact area and Picardy 

Station is 90 km south (see Figure 1). 

 

The properties were selected for their suitability, including: 

• Delivery of the offset in close proximity to the impact site. 

• Proximity to state biodiversity corridors or linking to other areas of conservation. The 

Ellensfield offset area is located within a corridor of State significance (Figure 2) and the offset 

area on Picardy Station adjoins the Norwich Park Nature Refuge and two other AASMC Offset 

Areas (Figure 3). 

• Field verified biodiversity values present on the properties (Figure 4 and Figure 5). 

• The potential to locate future offsets on the same properties for other projects thus creating 

larger areas of biodiversity offsets and achieving a better environmental outcome. 

Both properties are primarily used for agricultural grazing purposes. It is likely that that other areas 

within both properties will be proposed and used for other biodiversity offsets, including by AASMC but 

also potentially other third party corporations. 

3.2. Connectivity 

On Ellensfield, the offset site will improve the regional biodiversity value at the landscape level, by 

enhancing the quality of habitat within the state recognised biodiversity corridor (Figure 2).  

The Offset Investigation Area on Ellensfield will be utilised for further offset projects over time, which 

will further enhance the connectivity and quality of the habitat in the bioregional corridor. The ground 

verified regional ecosystems are illustrated in Figure 4. 

 

On Picardy Station, the offset area comprises three patches of suitable habitat that adjoins other 

vegetated areas which have been used or proposed as offsets for other AASMC projects. The 

property importantly adjoins the Norwich Park Nature Reserve to the southwest creating a large 

expanse of conservation land (Figure 3). Picardy Station also supports existing offset areas 

surrounding Stephens Creek and Scotts Creek in the northern and central parts of the property. 

Survey verified regional ecosystems are illustrated in Figure 5. 
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Figure 2: State biodiversity corridors - Ellensfield 
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Figure 3: Norwich Nature Refuge, Grasstree and Grosvenor offsets – Picardy Station 
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Figure 4: Field-verified regional ecosystems – Ellensfield  
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Figure 5: Field-verified regional ecosystems – Picardy Station 
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4. Offset site biodiversity values 

4.1. Site assessment methodology to determine ecological values 

BioCondition assessments were conducted in accordance with the BioCondition: A Condition 

Assessment Framework for Terrestrial Biodiversity in Queensland Assessment Manual (Eyre et al., 

2015) (the BioCondition Manual) which involved the collection of spatial data and in situ vegetation 

surveys, assessing site condition, and spatial context. 

 

Habitat quality assessments were undertaken in accordance with the Guide to determining terrestrial 

habitat quality - A toolkit for assessing land-based offsets under the Queensland Environmental 

Offsets Policy (2020) within vegetation (i.e. relevant broad vegetation groups (BVGs), REs and 

habitat) suitable for offsetting MNES and MSES values. 

4.1.1. Ellensfield 

The Ellensfield Offset Investigation Area ecological survey was undertaken by e2m Consulting on 17-

18 March 2021, supplemented by ARE on 26-27 April 2021 and a more extensive survey by e2m 

ecologists over the period of 10-16 May 2021 (Appendix A). Ecosmart then supplemented this latter 

survey with a specific Ornamental snake targeted survey and habitat assessment in 2022.  

 

The ecological surveys included:  

• a desktop review of available vegetation mapping and environmental database records 

• ground-truthing of the DNRME mapped REs and identifying MNES threatened ecological 

communities (TECs) 

• targeted surveys and habitat assessments for MNES and MSES threatened fauna requiring 

offsets 

• observations regarding the ecological function and suitability of vegetation communities as an 

offset site. 

Targeted surveys and habitat assessments were undertaken to inform the habitat suitability for 

threatened fauna species. Habitat assessments included these attributes: 

• density of tree hollows >10 cm diameter (per ha) 

• tree stem density 

• composition and cover (%) of koala food tree species 

• gilgai presence and depth 

• presence of woody debris. 

Targeted surveys included: 

• active, diurnal searches for koala presence (i.e. scratches and scat) and squatter pigeon 

within suitable habitat. A total survey effort of 140 person hours were undertaken. 

• nocturnal, spotlighting transects were undertaken over two nights, targeting the koala and 

greater glider. Transects were undertaken by vehicle and on foot and totalled approximately 

24 person-hours. 

• opportunistic observations for the detection of threatened flora and fauna species (i.e. squatter 

pigeon). 

4.1.1. Picardy Station 

The Ornamental snake offset will be located beside the Grasstree Mine Extension (EPBC 2018/8171) 

and the Grosvenor EPBC Act Enforceable Undertaking offsets. The potential offset areas for 

ornamental snake were surveyed by ELA in October 2025 (Appendix E). The survey was undertaken 

as per the Guide to determining terrestrial habitat quality (DES 2020).  

The property has been previously surveyed by E2M, Umwelt, and AECOM in 2019 (Appendix B – D). 
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4.2. General description and vegetation habitat values 

Detailed maps of the proposed offset areas for each of the TEC/species on the offset site are provided 

in the attached ecology reports.  

 

The Ellensfield offset area is centred on range country dominated by eucalypt woodland with 

numerous drainage lines and small creeks.  

 

A number of tributaries (stream order 1 and 2 watercourses) are included in the Ellensfield offset area, 

these flow into the larger creek systems, further strengthening connectivity associated with 

watercourses and the broader landscape. Carborough Creek, within the Ellensfield property, has 

permanent water holes, seasonal bed flow in the creek. Additionally, there are several farm dams that 

provide suitable areas to support Squatter pigeon breeding habitat, and additional drinking sources for 

Koala in times of drought. As required by Condition 4, the watercourses also provide connected 

riparian habitat that will support Greater glider breeding and movement. The offset will provide 

improved connectivity for this species along these watercourses as trees mature and riparian 

vegetation recovers with reduced grazing pressures.  

 

The offset area on Ellensfield contains Koala and Greater glider habitat in the form of remnant 

Eucalypt woodlands including poplar box, ironbark, bluegum and Corymbia species. Koala, greater 

glider and squatter pigeon presence were confirmed during surveys. 

 

The offset area on Picardy Station contains Ornamental snake habitat is located in two areas in the 

south of an area of Brigalow regrowth and riparian vegetation on Picardy Station, and one area in the 

north. Habitat in the south comprises remnant RE11.4.9, and adjacent non-remnant vegetation with 

characteristics of RE 11.4.8 and RE 11.4.9. Habitat in the north comprises remnant RE 11.3.1, and 

adjacent non-remnant vegetation with characteristics of RE 11.3.1. These areas provide suitable 

habitat for ornamental snake due to the presence of cracking clay soils and gilgais... The area adjoins 

the existing Grasstree Extension Project offset area (EPBC 2018/8171), Grosvenor EPBC Act 

Enforceable Undertaking offset area, and the Norwich Park Nature Refuge. 

4.3. Offset sites start values 

The results of the habitat quality assessments of the two areas and the various assessment units that 

occur within the offset areas are summarised in Tables 5 and 6. Field data is provided in the ecology 

reports within the Appendices. The areas of offset have been determined based on the field verified 

ecological data and the EPBC Act Offsets Assessment Guide (OAG). Populated OAGs for each 

species are included in Appendix G.  

4.3.1. Ellensfield 

4.3.1.1. Koala 

Proposed offset area: 1843.5 hectares. 

 

The ecological values of the offset site have been selected to be consistent with the definition of Koala 

habitat contained in the EPBC Act Referral Guidelines for the vulnerable koala (DoE 2014), which 

define koala habitat as:   

“any forest or woodland containing species that are known Koala food trees, or shrubland with 

emergent food trees. This can include remnant and non- remnant vegetation in natural, 

agricultural, urban and peri-urban environments.” 
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Figure 6: Koala, Greater glider and Squatter pigeon offset area – Ellensfield 
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4.3.2. Picardy Station  

4.3.2.1. Ornamental snake 

Required offset area: 135.7 ha Figure 7) 

 

Ornamental snake habitat is defined as: 

gilgai mounds and depressions with cracking-clay soils, moist areas (particularly within, or 

close to, habitat that is known to be favoured by its prey (frogs)) with microhabitat features 

(i.e. logs, woody debris and leaf litter).  

 

In total an area of 135.7 ha will be managed as the offset,. The 135.7 ha offset area on Picardy Station 

selected for the Ornamental snake is in a number of patches connected to other habitat areas that 

have also been set aside for offsets. The overall area contains remnant vegetation that has been 

ground-truthed as Brigalow community (RE11.3.1 or RE 11.4.9), and non-remnant vegetation with 

characteristics of Brigalow community (RE 11.3.1, 11.4.8, and 11.4.9). There are gilgai and soil cracks 

evident. The area is contiguous to the existing Grasstree and Grosvenor EU offsets and immediately 

adjacent and the Norwich Park Nature Refuge (Figure 8). Ornamental snake have been recorded 

within the proposed offset area, as well as in both the Grasstree offset area and the Norwich Park 

Nature Refuge, therefore providing contiguous areas of Ornamental snake habitat. 

 

The Ornamental snake offset area will be managed to prohibit the conversion of the area to cropping, 

enabling the Brigalow community to regrow, reduce the amount of buffel grass, prohibit grazing when 

the soil is wet and enable the accumulation of woody debris over time. 

 

 

 
Ornamental snake observed on Picardy Station during field surveys 
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Figure 7: Ornamental snake offset area – Picardy Station 
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Figure 8: Combined areas of reserve and offset at Picardy Station 
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5. Offset completion criteria and performance targets 

Offset completion criteria have been determined for each species based on an understanding of the 

specific habitat, connectivity and other ecological values (Table 7). These criteria were initially derived 

from detailed ecology survey information of the offset sites utilising an approach specified within the 

Guide to determining terrestrial habitat quality (DES, 2020). The targeted habitat quality meets 

guidelines published by ANZECC (2000), stating completion criteria should be: 

• Specific enough to reflect unique set of environmental, social and economic circumstances. 

• Flexible enough to adapt to changing circumstances without compromising objectives. 

• Include environmental indicators suitable for demonstrating that rehabilitation trends are 

heading in the right direction. 

• Undergo periodic review resulting in modification if required due to changed circumstances or 

improved knowledge. 

• Based on targeted research which results in more informed decisions. 

Over the course of the management period a set number of interim completion criteria have been 

proposed for each species to track the trajectory of habitat quality improvement towards the desired 

final completion criteria. The timing for these interim targets corresponds with the 5 yearly targeted 

species surveys and detailed ecological condition monitoring.  

 

Interim targets were derived for each species by identifying the attributes expected to increase over 

the period of the approval. The values were determined by differentiating between specific attributes of 

which the majority were longer term targets (e.g. species richness, tree canopy cover, number of large 

trees) and those where an initial benefit could be realised early (e.g. recruitment of woody species, 

non-native plant cover).  

 

The completion of management actions identified in Section 7 will enable the offset site to improve 

and achieve the scores required, thus meeting and maintaining the completion criteria required of the 

offset. The annual reports will provide transparency regarding how the site management actions are 

being implemented, and where relevant, identify any force majeure events impacting the offset site, 

and any non-compliance with the management plan.  
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Part B: Land Management Plan 
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6. Analysis of risks to achieving management objectives and offset completion 

criteria  

Potential risks to achieving the management objectives and outcomes have been considered in 

preparation of this OAMP. Risks have been assessed against the standard risk matrix used by the 

Department. The risk matrix has been used to assess the risk that the plan’s objectives will not be met 

and identify the sources of those risks and strategies for managing them.  

 

The risk assessment:  

a) identified events that will, may, or are likely to impact the attainment of the completion criteria 

b) assessed the likelihood and consequences of those events, and characterises residual risk 

levels, taking into consideration the mitigation of the risk by implementing the management 

actions 

c) identified the level of uncertainty in mitigating the risk with the management actions and trigger 

criteria and corrective actions until the risk is reduced to an acceptable level. 

Note: Throughout the application of the risk assessment a conservative approach has been adopted in 

line with the precautionary principle, which states that, if there are threats of serious or irreversible 

environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing 

measures to prevent environmental degradation. 
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7. Offset management measures 

The offset area management measures include, but are not limited to, management actions required 

on the offset sites to abate identified threats to the TEC and species habitats being offset. The offset 

area management measures provide for the management, reporting, and the monitoring program that 

will be undertaken until the completion criteria are met. Protection of the offset area will be maintained 

under the VMA as a Category A area of vegetation (vegetation subject to a restoration order or an 

offset). 

 

The management actions include: 

• Limiting vegetation clearing to only those areas required for maintaining fencing and fire 

control lines 

• Prohibiting alternate land use and activities (e.g. timber harvesting, cropping) 

• Restricting unauthorised access 

• Excluding domestic livestock from the offset area except for the controlled grazing associated 

with fuel reduction in specified dry periods 

• Controlling feral animals 

• Managing fire 

• Controlling weeds 

• Thinning of areas of high stem density to encourage larger trees and subsequently hollows. 

The management schedule describes the actions to be undertaken on the offset site (Table 10). 

 

Regular offset area reports will be prepared by the proponent. These will report against each of the 

management actions shown in Table 10. These management actions enable the offset site to improve 

to achieve the performance scores, thus attaining and maintaining the completion criteria required of 

the offset. The reports will provide transparency regarding how the site management actions are being 

implemented, and where relevant, identify any force majeure events impacting the offset site, and any 

non-compliance with the management plan. 

 















 

48 | P a g e  
Anglo American Steelmaking Coal   
 

9. Monitoring and Reporting 

The monitoring methods (Table 12) will enable comparative changes in vegetation condition against 

baseline data collected on the offset site, as well as attainment and maintenance of the offset 

completion criteria. Furthermore, the monitoring will measure changes resulting from the management 

actions and variability due to climatic conditions. This will inform the nature and frequency of 

management actions required and if trigger levels are reached, the use of corrective actions to bring 

the offset back into compliance.  

 

Note that the methodologies listed, and the regional ecosystem benchmarks used in the establishment 

of the baseline data, must be used consistently throughout the reporting period to enable the 

comparison of data. 

 

Suitably qualified and experienced ecologists will be employed to undertake all survey design, 

ecological monitoring, data analysis and reporting. The landholder or appointed experienced 

personnel will undertake quarterly inspections and observations of fences, sapling loss, weed and feral 

animal incursions, dry matter yield estimates and fire risk. 

 

At the completion of each 5 yearly ecological survey, a monitoring report will be published on the 

Anglo coal website, within 6 months from completing the survey. 

 

Commonwealth threatened species survey guidelines used to inform the requirements of the terrestrial 

flora and fauna surveys will include: 

• Survey guidelines for Australia’s threatened birds (DEWHA 2010a) 

• Survey guidelines for Australia’s threatened mammals (SEWPaC 2011c) 

• EPBC Act referral guidelines for the vulnerable Koala (combined populations of Queensland, 

New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory) (DotE 2014) 

• Draft Referral guidelines for the nationally listed Brigalow Belt reptiles (SEWPaC 2011a) 

• SPRAT databases for relevant EPBC Act listed species and communities 
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10. Legally binding mechanism 

By 6 February 2027, the offset areas will be secured via two Voluntary Declaration (VDec) as areas of 

high conservation value under sections 19F and 19K of the VMA. Once the declaration has been 

registered on the title, the offset area will be mapped as Category A area on the property map of 

assessable vegetation (PMAV). An area mapped as category A on a PMAV is described as an ‘area 

subject to compliance notices, offsets and voluntary declarations’. 

 

The approved OAMP must be attached to the legal mechanism used to legally secure the 

environmental offset. The approval holder will notify the Department within 5 business days of the 

mechanism to legally secure the environmental offset having been executed. 

 

The VDec will remain in place as the legally securing mechanism for the offset area. The VDec and 

approved OAMP will ensure the offset completion criteria are attained, and then maintained until the 

completion criteria are achieved.   
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Appendix A: Ellensfield Ecology Report 

Appendix B-E: Picardy Station Ecology Reports 

Appendix F: Modified Habitat Quality Assessment spreadsheet 

Appendix G: OAG inputs and calculations 

Please see files supplied separately 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 




