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DRAYTON SOUTH
Drayton South is a critical project providing  
continued employment and a strong economic  
future for the New South Wales Hunter Valley

A NEW PLAN FOR DRAYTON SOUTH
In December 2014 Anglo American notified the New South Wales (NSW) 
Government of our intention to develop a new application for the Drayton 
South project. This follows the disappointing Planning Assessment 
Commission’s (PAC) decision not to approve the first application for 
Drayton South in October 2014.

Anglo American is now preparing a revised 
plan to extend the life of Drayton mine, 
save 500 local jobs, provide ongoing 
work for 140 local businesses, contribute 
$30 million each year to state royalties, 
and support the Hunter Valley’s local 
community.

Anglo American is committed to 
coexistence in the Hunter Valley between 
the many successful industries including 
tourism, wine making, thoroughbred horse 
breeding and coal mining.

We will be working towards an approval for 
Drayton South in 2015.

As a result of the PAC outcome we have 
looked at all options to develop a smaller 
plan to secure positive employment 
benefits while keeping our neighbours and 
the community’s best interests in mind.

Drayton South is in the public interest, 
delivering significant benefits to local 

communities in the way of $30 million in 
State Government Royalties, $90 million 
in wages, $50 million in local procurement 
each year and hundreds of millions in 
flow on benefits for the region each year, 
while maintaining 500 jobs and community 
investment projects.

WHAT’S NEW:
•	 The mining area has been moved behind 

the PAC prescribed ridgeline.

•	 The buffer between mining activities and 
the horse studs has been significantly 
increased.

•	 The size of the mine has been 
decreased by 25 per cent.

•	 The life of the mine will be 15 years, 
down from 27 years in the original 
application.

•	 The mine will not be seen or heard and 
the visual landscape will remain intact.

THE PROCESS 
EXPLAINED
Our Drayton South project requires a fresh 
approval process. 

A new Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) will be developed specific to the 
new project details. The EIS will include 
an economic study, our environmental 
management plans and project benefits. 
This will be available publicly. 

Once submitted to the NSW Government, 
the planning process will include an interim 
PAC report, public exhibition period where 
submissions on the proposal can be 
received, and a public meeting. An outcome 
will follow the public meeting, which we 
expect to be in mid-2015. 

Once a favourable Ministerial report 
is issued, we will begin the Federal 
Environmental approvals process to allow 
early works on the project to begin as soon 
as possible.

DOING WHAT’S RIGHT:
•	 World-class rehabilitation practices. 

•	 No air quality or dust issues.

•	 No visual impacts.

•	 Mining noise within existing  
background levels. 

•	 No water released into the  
Hunter River.

PROCESS TIMELINE

WE ARE AT THIS POINT

February 2015:
Prepare a new EIS

April 2015:
Submission to NSW 
government

May 2015: 
Public exhibition period 
and consultation with 
the community

Planning review August 2015*: 
Result of application

*Dates are subject to NSW Planning and Environment Department review timeframes



Drayton mine

Thomas Mitchell Drive, Muswellbrook 
NSW 2333, Australia

For information on Drayton  
South please contact

Matt Frodsham 
Tel +61 (0) 2 6542 0252 
Email matt.frodsham@angloamerican.com

www.angloamerican.com.au
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
We need your support to help gain approval for Drayton South, so please 
get behind us.  Over the coming months project representatives will be 
available to talk with you about the project and answer any questions you 
may have. It’s important we all help spread the word about Drayton South 
and why we need this project to go ahead. 

We are sponsoring a series of monthly community BBQs in the Hunter 
Valley where you can come and see our project representatives.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA THROUGHOUT 
THE APPLICATION PROCESS TO FIND OUT 
HOW YOU CAN HELP US GAIN APPROVAL FOR 
DRAYTON SOUTH.

@AngloAmericanAU facebook.com/AngloAmerican

Plashett

Creek

Saltwater Cre
ek

Par
nells

Dam

GOLDEN
HIGHWAY

N
EW

 E
N

G
LA

N
D

H
IG

H
W

AY

R
IV
ER

H
U
N
TE
R

RIVER

HUNTER

Blakefield

Whynot

Houston

Redbank

MINING ACTIVITIES 
WILL BE BEHIND THE PAC 
PRESCRIBED RIDGELINE

INCREASED BUFFER

NEW DRAYTON SOUTH 
PROJECT AREA

DARLEY COOLMORE

AREAS REMOVED 
FROM APPLICATION

WHAT’S CHANGED?

View from neighbouring property towards Drayton South 
where mining activities will remain behind the ridgeline.


